
  Please contact: 
Janet Knust, M. S., LSLS Cert. AVEd.  

Coordinator/Teacher  
(757) 683-4890 

jknust@odu.edu 
Old Dominion University 
Oral Preschool Program 

Norfolk, Virginia  23529-0136 

For Further InformationFor Further Information  

     Family and parental involvement is a high 
priority within the program, and 
participation is vital to a child’s success.  The 
Oral Preschool Program empowers, 
supports, and educates families by 
providing workshops, networking 
opportunities, and regular parent 
participation sessions.  There is opportunity 
for observation of, as well as direct 
involvement in, class and speech activities.  
Parents are their young child’s primary 
language teachers and, as such, are given 
appropriate training, support and 
encouragement. 
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Old Dominion University 

Child Study Center 
757-683-4890 

     The Oral Preschool Program is the result 
of collaboration among Old Dominion 
University, the Virginia Department of 
Education, Coalition for Hearing Education 
and Research, Eastern Virginia Medical 
School, Children’s Hospital of the King’s 
Daughters, and local 
H a m p t o n  R o a d s 
schools.  This broad-
based collaboration 
has as its purposes the 
delivery of significant 
and visible community 
service, the training of 
current and future 
professionals who teach 
deaf or hard of hearing children, the 
generation of needed research and the 
development of model programming for 
children who are aided with hearing 
devices or cochlear implants.  Seminars, 
workshops, observation and hands-on 
training sessions, practicum experiences, 
and assistantships will be provided to meet 
the growing need for trained professional 
educators and researchers. 



     The Old Dominion University Child Study 
Center is pleased to offer a unique preschool 
program for deaf and hard of hearing children.  
The mission of this program is to teach 
children with hearing loss to communicate 
successfully using spoken language and to 
support the professionals and parents who 
work with them. 
     The program provides quality auditory-oral 
educational services to young children with 
hearing loss (ages 3 through 5) and their 
families, the goal of which is to prepare these 
children for successful integration with their 
hearing peers.  At the same time, the 
preschool program provides unique 
educational opportunities to university 
students and professional development 
training to local area school personnel.  This 
program is fully licensed by the Virginia 
Department of Social Services as part of the 
Child Study Center. 

     The Oral Preschool Program teaches 
young children with hearing loss to 
communicate effectively by developing 
spoken language and listening skills based on 
research supported “best practices” of oral 
deaf education.  Children are taught within 
an intensive, specialized education 
environment that supports and encourages 
language development in a natural way.  The 
children also have  opportunity to practice 
skills with hearing peers by regularly 
participating in typical preschool classes.  
The curricula used stress development in 
structured and naturally occurring activities.  
Each activity and lesson is designed to 
provide rich language and listening practice, 
and the classroom is acoustically treated to 
provide the best possible listening 
environment.  In addition, specialized 
equipment, technology, materials, and 
teaching methods are utilized that are 
specific to the education of children with 
hearing loss. 
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     In order to fulfill this mission, the ODU Oral 
Preschool Program provides: 
 Educational services to 3-5 year old children 

with hearing loss 
 A classroom teacher certified in education 

of the deaf and a listening and spoken 
language specialist (LSLS Cert. AVEd.) 

 Instruction utilizing auditory-verbal 
strategies and techniques 

 A small class size with  intense focus on 
developing spoken language and listening 
skills 

 Partnership with local school divisions and 
private service providers to optimize 
students’ learning experience 

 Speech language services 
 A low teacher-student ratio 
 Regular student interaction with hearing 

peers 
 Parent participation, support, and education 
 A variety of training and professional 

development opportunities for university 
students and local educators 


